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ASSIGNMENT:  You get to be a lawyer debating one of the cases below in this Supreme Court simulation.  You must prepare and argue their case before the Court (class) with two partners. 
Make sure you have logical arguments for your case and counter arguments.  You each must write a 2 - 3 minute persuasive speech to present and be prepared for class questions and on the spot arguments.  Decide which lawyer role you are responsible for with your group. 

Lawyer roles:

-First lawyer (on each side) will present a summary of the case, background issues, 
discuss Amendment(s) involved, and at least three arguments why your side is correct.  
-Second lawyer (on each side) will argue FOR their case, why the Amendment(s) supports your 

side, at least three arguments why the other side is wrong and at least three arguments 
why your side is correct.
FORMAT:  Here is how the simulation will work:

Oral Argument by first Petitioner:  2-3 minutes on summary, background issues, etc. 


Oral Argument by first Respondent:  2-3 minutes on summary, background issues, etc. 


Rebuttal by second Petitioner:  2-3 minutes of arguments for your side and against opposition

Rebuttal by second Respondent:  2-3 minutes of arguments for your side and against opposition 
During the presentations, the class will take notes.  Then, the class will be able to ask questions of each lawyer.  Finally, the class will vote on the ruling. 

ASSESSMENT:  You will be assessed (graded) on the following:

1.  Preparation:  are you on task, working hard, working well with others?

2.  Knowledge:  knowing the main arguments and case precedent.

3.  Presentation:  effectively discussing, analyzing and arguing:  constitutional issues, precedent, applicable law, the impact of potential decisions, and reasons for a ruling.

Reminders:  You should divide your legal team so that each person presents one part of the case.  Divide the case into the categories listed on your attorney form.   Each attorney needs to have their attorney form fully filled out.  This means that you must work WITH the other attorneys on your team.  You may do additional research!

Name:

Supreme Court Presentations

Case:








Representing:

	Background information: 


	Summary of case:


	Amendment(s):

How Amendment(s) connect to the case:



	From the side you are representing, is the case Constitutional?  

Why or why not?




	List precedent cases (previous rulings in other cases impacting this decision) and explain how the rulings are connected to your case:


	List arguments FOR your side:




	Predict what the other side will argue:
	Rebuttal arguments AGAINST their side:

	1.

2.

3.

4.

5.  

6.

7.


	1.

2.

3.

4.

5.  

6.

7.




*Now you need to write your speech!  Talk with your partners to determine speaking order and responsibilities.  Please reference directions for details on speech requirements.

You must write a 2-3 persuasive speech.  The speech must be five paragraphs (including an introduction and conclusion).   Please you the information below for guidance.

I. Introduction paragraph

  A.  Introduce yourself, the case and which side you are representing.  For example, “Hello Supreme Court 
Justices.  My name is _________.  I am representing ______________ in the case __________________.”

  B.  Say if the case is Constitutional or Unconstitutional and why.  

  C.  Summarize your main points and how they connect to the case being un/constitutional.

II.  Second paragraph – Amendment
A. State the Amendment(s) related to the case.  Explain both the Amendment(s) and the connection to the case.  

III.  Third paragraph – Precedent

  A.  List previous rulings on cases and explain how they are connected to, and should impact the Supreme Court’s decision on your case.
IV.  Fourth paragraph – Summary or Arguments
  -Lawyer 1:  Persuasively explain with details the background and summary of the case.  

  -Lawyer 2:  Persuasively argue at least three reasons (with evidence, background information, etc.) why your side 

is correct.

*Both should point out connections to the Amendment(s) and any proof of the case being un/constitutional.  

V.  Fifth paragraph –Arguments
  -Lawyer 1:  Persuasively argue at least three reasons (with evidence, background information, etc.) why your side 

is correct.

  -Lawyer 2:  Persuasively argue at least three reasons (with evidence, background information, etc.) why the 

opposing side is wrong (counter arguments).  End with at least one reason why your side is correct.

*Both should point out connections to the Amendment(s) and any proof of the case being un/constitutional.  
VI.  Sixth paragraph – Conclusion
  A.  Summarize the main points of your speech.

  B.  State Amendment(s) one last time and how it connects to the case (Constitutional or not).

  C.  End with how the court should rule.
(Please do not share the Supreme Court’s final ruling in your debate speech).
